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Letters to the Editors 
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of Ministers’ Status 





Degrees and Titles 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Concerning your editorial in the March 
24 issue, entitled “The Degree Business,” 
I heartily concur with your conclusions. 
Any degree from a reputable institution 
should carry a measure of thoughtful 
weight, but quite often in church circles 
it carries weight without any thought, as 
you indicated by your illustration. 

I have long wondered why a person 
could attend university for three years 
beyond his Bachelor degree and acquire 
a Doctor of Philosophy degree (not a 
Bachelor of Philosophy), and why one 
could attend a medical school and acquire 
a Doctor of Medicine degree, etc., and yet 
after one receives his Bachelor degree 
from college and then attends a reputable 
seminary, at the end of these further 
years of graduate study, he once again has 
another Bachelor degree. Why should not 
all graduates of reputable seminaries 
graduate with a degree of Doctor of Di- 
vinity (which used to be an earned grad- 
uate degree, I believe) and then leave fur- 
ther graduate study from time to time to 
mature persons who do not care about the 
red tape of papers and more and more 
degrees, even as the average M. D. who 
from time to time does some graduate 
study, etc.? It seems to me that we should 
do the job in that manner or else do away 
with all Doctor degrees for ministers, 
whether earned or honorary, instead of 
going utterly contrary to the teaching and 
médical professions in their manner of 
awarding degrees after the proper work 
done beyond the initial Bachelor degree. 

Naturally, since I do not have a Doctor 
degree of any sort I would prefer doing 
away with all of them! However, my 
father who did have a D. D. degree, be- 
lieved as I do, that the whole present sys- 
tem as far as the ministry is concerned, 
is rather ludicrous—or is it tragic? 

IRVINE H. WILLIAMS. 

Orange, Texas. 


@EDITORS’ NOTE—Since our discussion 
here March 24 we have learned of one 
echurch-related institution which has be 
fore it a committee recommendation that 
all “doctoral” titles be eliminated on 
campus and that every man shall be a 
plain “Mister.” 


On ‘‘Brotherhood’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Dr. Fowle’s pronouncement on “Brother- 
hood” (OUTLOOK, Mar. 17, 31) is the kind 
of theology that makes us happy. If he 
will now preach a sermon on “Why peo- 
ple of other races, even though Chris- 
tians, are not our brothers,” he will earn 
our gratitude. And if he can prove that 
members of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
are not our brethren, we Mississippi Pres- 
byterians will write in his name on a 
presidential ballot. 

Excuse it please. 

FRANK D. ALLEN. 

Jackson, Miss. 


We Are in It! 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The 1952 One Great Hour of Sharing 
is past (March 23), but for the sake of 
future experience J should like to ask why 
our General Assembly is not participating 
in this 21-denomination appeal for over- 
seas relief? Instead we set up a separate 
program, issue denominational appeals for 


contributions to the same kind of project, 
and of course bear additional overhead for 
administration. In addition to this prac- 
tical aspect, it presents one of the finest 
expressions of the unity of Protestantism 
in its ministry to the human suffering in 
our world, I hope our General Assembly 
will seriously consider joining in the fu- 
ture with these united appeals for over- 
seas relief through the One Great Hour of 
Sharing. 
PITSER M. LYONS, ITI. 
Fordtown, Tenn. 


@EDITORS’ NOTE—We are in it! To 
escape the Every Member Canvass, etc., 
our offering is being taken April 13. 


Protests Picture 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I should like to add my voice to the 
protest made in a letter from J. A. Boyd 
published in your March 10 issue. 

I too was distressed by the little pic- 
ture-cards put out by the General Coun- 
cil, which I find have been sent to us for 
distribution among our congregation. It 
seems to me that these “reminders” for 
Purse and wallet must be distasteful to 
any mature church member, and I am dis- 
turbed by the kind of thinking which 
would seem to lie behind the distribution 
of these cards by one of the important 
agencies of the General Assembly. 

Who is it that thinks we laymen are 
so simple and forgetful, so unmindful of 
Christ that we must be confronted by a 
picture of him whenever we reach for our 
pocketbooks? Does not the distribution 
of these cards reveal a retreat from a 
belief in our individual responsibility, a 
retreat from that belief in the universal 
priesthood which lies at the heart of our 
Protestant tradition? 

The question of these cards may not be 
such a great matter in itself, but isn’t It 
a good example of the way abuse creeps 
into the church? 

LEWIS R. COURTENAY. 

Louisville, Ky. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I sincerely share with J. A. Boyd his 
opinion as expressed in his letter (OUT- 
LOOK, March 10) that the practice of 
carrying a picture of Christ on one’s per- 
son indicates retrograde on the part of 
the Christian. 

He could well make his position even 
stronger. This practice seems to me to 
be not only “useless” but downright harm- 
ful. After many years of observing the 
baneful influence of the worship of the 
image of Christ and the “saints” in 
Mexico, I am convinced that engaging in 
such worship dulls the sense of the pres- 
ence of Christ in one’s life. Many people 
around us seem to be bound by the feel- 
ing that the object of their worship is the 
picture on the wall, and are thus robbed 
of one of the most precious parts of wor- 
ship, that of seeing with the eyes of faith 
“the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up.” Since these pictures cannot 
see nor hear, the association of worship 
with them seems gradually to lead those 
who practice image-worship to forget the 
truth so clearly stated by the Psalmist, 
“O Lord, thou hast searched me, and 
known me, . . and art acquainted with 
all my ways.” There are flagrant sins in 
the lives of many who are in good and 
regular standing in the Roman Catholic 
Church. In like manner, the use of a pic- 
ture to keep us reminded of the presence 


of Christ is likely to lead to the supor. 
stitious belief that his presence with us 
depends in a certain degree on our having 
the picture with us rather than on the 
use of the means divinely appointed. 

There are two effective means of help- 
ing us remember that Christ is with us 
always: (1) By placing the word of Gog 
in our hearts: “Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee (Ps. 119:11). (2) By seeking the in. 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit: “Know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
Go@...™ ( Cor. 6:18.) 

H. L. ROSS. 
Zitacuaro, Michoacan, Mexico, 


Do We Learn in Church 
‘‘How NOT to Listen’’? 


(No. 3 in a series) 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Insofar as children and the church are 
concerned might it be said that we have 
been trying to fit their needs into our pro- 
grams rather than trying to fit our pro- 
grams to their needs (OUTLOOK letters, 
Mar. 24, Apr. 7). 

My own concern developed after I real- 
ized that while our children’s bodies were 
in church, their minds too often weren't. 
They could participate in part of the sery- 
ice, but during even the best of sermons 
(for adults) their thoughts were far away. 
I grew up thinking sermons were to be 
listened to, so I began to do some rethink- 
ing. 

One thing I recalled was that the 4rst 
pastor I remember was a missionary on 
furlough from South America. Since those 
days I have heard many missionaries talk 
and preach, so I am sure now he must 
have been a good story-teller and prob- 
ably preached simply and directly. (Do 
you suppose it would help if more 
preachers had to learn a foreign language 
and preach in it for a time?) My next 
pastor (through part of grammar school 
and all of high school) was a college pro- 
fessor and, believe it or not, he was also 
easy to listen to. 

Looking back, I can’t recall having felt 
that church was dull. If I remember cor- 
rectly though, our service wasn’t as long 
as the services in some of the neighboring 
churches. In fact, I always liked church 
better than S. S. My husband’s childhood 
experience was decidedly different. He 
liked S. S. better than church, and after 
visiting his church I could readily under- 
stand why he also had learned “how not 
to listen” in church. Even today he 
frankly admits he just thinks of some- 
thing else if he finds the sermon uninter- 
esting. 

I do not regret having taken our chil- 
dren to church, but one conclusion is that 
it is a pity our system is such that even 
when we have an opportunity to minister 
to children we fail to grasp it. I hope the 
present situation can be changed. 

Hopefully yours, 

HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, U. S. A. 


MARY BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 
Offers A. B. degree 

New courses for 1952-58 will in- 
clude NURSERY SCHOOL EDU- 
CATION under supervision of 
trained directors, 

Write REGISTRAR for infor- 
mation. 

111th Session Begins Sept. 10 
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Rival Church of God 
Faction Ordered to 
Give Up Use of Name 


Violation of 1929 Decree 


Held Contempt of Court 


Cleveland, Tenn. (RNS)—The State 
Supreme Court has settled a 20-year 
controversy between rival Church of 
God factions over the names of their 
organizations. World headquarters of 
both groups are located here. 

The court ruled that the religious 
group with world headquarters on East 
Central Ave., previously known as the 
Chureh of God, of which Bishop M. A. 
Tomlinson is general overseer, has no 
right to use that name. By doing so, 
the court said, it has violated a 1929 
chancery court decree and is in con- 
tempt of court. 

In handing down its decision, the 
court stated that ‘‘the right to the use 
ot the Church of God name (by a rival 
church of which H. L. Chesser is over- 
seer) is a closed question and cannot be 
relitigated.’’” The rival church has its 
headquarters on Montgomery Avenue 
here. 


The supreme court also held that by 
virtue of the 1929 decree the rival 
church is entitled to recover ‘‘all such 
monies and property as the defendant 
church on East Central Avenue may 
have received in the way of contribu- 
tions and remittances which are shown 
to have resulted from unlawful use of 
the name.” 


Recovery was restricted to contribu- 
tions and remittances ‘‘which were 
plainly intended for the complainant 
Church of God as well as all other prop- 
erty acquired in violation of the sxid 
decree.” 


The supreme court decision ends a 
series of litigations that arose between 
the complaining church and the defend- 
ant church after a split in Church of 
God ranks about 23 years ago. 


At that time the case was taken into 
chancery court, which awarded all prop- 
erty and the name to the group with 
headquarters on Montgomery Avenue. 
Headed by the late Bishop A. J. Tom- 
linson, the opposing group set up head- 
quarters on East Central Avenue 2nd 
continued to use Church of God as their 
name. This policy was continued by the 


Present overseer, Bishop M. A. Tomlin- 
son. 


Protestant Mission Groups Pay 
$50,000 Ransom Money 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Two 
Protestant missionary organizations 
have paid nearly $50,000 in “ransom” 
money to the Chinese Communists in an 
effort—so far futile—to secure the re- 
lease of their representatives in China. 

Secretary of the Treasury John W. 
Snyder revealed that the missionary 
groups, which he declined to name, have 
been given permission to send funds to 
China, but the two missionaries in- 
volved have not yet been granted exit 
visas from Communist territory. 

The Communist government claimed 
that the mission groups owed the sums 
involved as legitimate debts and ad- 
vised U. S. officials, via diplomatic chan- 
nels, that it could not grant exit visas 
until the alleged bills were paid. 

The U. S. government has placed a 
strict ban on currency payments and 
other transactions with Communist 
China and is permitting the transfer of 


funds from the United States to that 
area only when, in the words of Mr. 
Snyder ‘‘there appears to be some valid 
basis for the claims.”’ 

Attempts at outright extortion are 
thereby being discouraged, he said. 

However, the aspect of ‘“‘ransom’’ is 
still present, and although four out of 
ten American business men being held 
under similar circumstances where pay- 
ment of ‘‘debts’’ was demanded have 
been released, the missionaries are still 
being held. 

Informed sources said that the Com- 
munisis add to the bills every conceiv- 
able charge for which there is any basis, 
but that no alternative exists other than 
to pay or have the Americans held cap- 
tive indefinitely. 


The government is said to be watch- 
ing the situation with “increasing ap- 
prehension.” 


Montreat Directors Adopt 


Program Policy 


Montreat’s board of directors has 
taken action on its platform and pro- 
gram policy, in response to a reference 
to it by a larger group of trustees last 
summer. In the adopted statement em- 
phasis is placed on unrestricted opor- 
tunities for discussion in groups and 
classes. With reference to the Bible and 
preaching hours, where the particular 
issue was raised, judgment was ex- 
pressed that “‘inspirational information 
and Scripture expositions (should be 
presented) which would challenge every 
hearer to renew the great affirmations 
of his Christian faith and his devotion to 
God and his church.” 

This statement was adopted first by 
the program committee of Montreat and 
then sent to the directors. So far as in- 
formation can be obtained, it is thought 
to be the first such policy ever adopted 
by Montreat trustees. 


Incident Last Summer 


The discussion arose last summer 
when two topics were eliminated from 
treatment during the Bible hour when 
Montreat officials declared, ‘“‘The pol- 
icy of Montreat is that we do not want 
Montreat to become a debating platform 


for the issues which are divisive in our 
church. Hence, we strike off the list 
church union and the race question” 
(OUTLOOK, Aug. 20, 27, 1951). 

Kenneth J. Foreman, who was to have 
spoken on these or related topics, then 
addressed a letter to the Montreat trus- 
tees, differing from the avowed declara- 
tion of policy and asking the trustees to 
define the policy under which Montreat 
is to operate. Dr. Foreman wrote: 


“There is no better place than Mon- 
treat where problems of any kind can 
be discussed in a Christian spirit and 
from Christian points of view by Chris- 
tian people. 


“Even assuming that the wrong point 
of view, whatever it is, might be pre- 
sented at Montreat by someone, Jeffer- 
son was still right when he said that no 
untruth is dangerous—provided it can 
he as publicly opposed by the truth. 


“In any case, the management of 
Montreat should not be held responsible 
for a speaker’s views. The proper re- 
sponsibility of the management, as it 
seems to me, is to give Christian speak- 
ers freedom to say what they think best 
to say, trusting the Spirit of God and 
the Christian commonsense of the lis- 
teners to be a safeguard against general 
error.”’ 


A number of leading Southern Pres- 








terians were questioned about the pro- 
gram (OUTLOOK, Oct. 15) as 
they were asked: ‘‘What limitations, if 
any, should be placed by the Montreat 


policy 


management on what speakers say from 
the Montreat platform, as they preach, 
Bible?’’ None 
restrictive 


teach and interpret the 


who replied approved a 


policy. 
Full Statement Given 


The policy recently adopted by the 
Montreat directors, and previously by 
the program committee, is as follows: 


‘It has not been, nor is it the policy 
of the Montreat management to require 
} reachers, teachers and other leiders in 
Vontreat conferences to submit in ad- 


vance the subjects to be discussed. How- 
ever, where conference directors have 
submitted subfects for approval they 


have been, and in the future will be, re 
ferred to the Executive Committee. 
“There has always been a place in the 
Montreat conferences for discussion of 
uny matter relevant to the purpose of 
the conference, in forums 
and discussion groups, and it is our be- 
lief that such a policy should continue. 


classrooms, 





“It is our further belief that the Bible 
Hour and Sunday worship hours should 
be used for the presentation of inspira- 
tional information and Scripture expo- 
sitions which would challenge every 
hearer to renew the great affirmations 
of his Christian faith and his devotion 
to God and his church.” 

It is understood that the program 
committee plans to have this statement 
printed in the weekly Montreat bulletin 
during the conference season. 


Ask $75,000 for College 


Other actions taken by the Montreat 
directors included: 

A request to the General Assembly to 
provide $75,000 in the budget for the 
support of Montreat college and that the 
Assembly ‘instruct the trustees of the 
Mountain Retreat Association to make 
a study as to how Montreat College can 
render its most distinctive service to the 
chureh and the kingdom.” 

Adequate telephone facilities for 
Montreat were urged and the Executive 
Committee was authorized to proceed to 
secure such facilities. 


Niemoeller Urges Churches to 


Help Bridge East-West Gulf 


New York (RNS) A plea that the 
churches help bridge the gulf between 
Kast and West 
tor Martin Niemoeller as he left for 
Frankfort, Germany 

In an interview with Religious News 


was made here by Pas- 


Service, the German clergyman said that 
Christians in their approach to the prob- 
lem of East and West tensions ‘‘shouid 
hate the sin but love the sinner.”’ 

“Behind the Iron Curtain,” he said, 
“are human beings for whom Chrisi 
died, and we, as Christians, have a re- 
sponsibility toward them.” 

As a 
totalitarian 
said, “I 
sponsibility for 


under the 
Niemoeller 
feeling of re- 
under a 


German, who lived 


regime, Pastor 
have a svecial 
others living 


similar regime.”’ 


Keep Looking fer Possibilities 


The German churchman, who spent 
fulfilling 


ments in about a dozen states, reported 


five weeks speaking engage- 
that his appeals for a sympathetic un- 
derstanding between the churches of the 
West and those behind the Iron Curtain, 
had been generally well received. He 
voiced the hope that both as citizens and 
would 


members, Christians 


for possibilities for nn- 


chureh 
“keep looking 
derstanding.” 

Pastor Niemoeller urged Christians in 
the West to avoid 
tude that ‘‘we are right and those neo- 
Such a point of view, 


assuming the atti 


ple are wrong.” 
he said, has only produced deadlock. 

“Let us not shout into the other’s 
ear,” he cautioned, “but let us rather 
be willing to listen to what the other 


has to say, so the conversation can at 


4 


least get going.”’ 

In a reference to his much-publicized 
trip to Moscow, Pastor Niemoeller said 
that his only motive was to ‘“‘learn what 
was going on in the churches of 
Russia.’””’ He said he found that the 
churches behind the Iron Curtain 
certainly not 


“were 
free, nor could they act 
in cooperation with groups outside ex- 
cept as their rulers dictated.” 

However, he noted that the number 
of churches in Russia had 
during the past twenty years, 


increased 
and that 
church attendance on the whole was 
surprisingly good. 

“Churechgoers in 
“while not 


said, 
showing any opposition to 
certainly do not regard 
primarily as servants ot 


Russia,”’ he 


the regime, 
themselves 
Bolshevism but rather as servants and 
members of Christ and his Body.” 


Refers to Florida Incident 


Summing up his 
country, 


this 
Niemoeller said the 
press on the whole had been objective 


reception in 
Pastor 


and accurate in reporting what he had 
to say. Only one, he said, during a 
speaking engagement in Florida had he 
been treated unkindly. ‘‘And this was 
at the hands of a student whose ques- 
tions had obviously been planted,” he 
said. 
(Pastor Niemoeller apparently was 
referring to an address which he gave 
in Lakeland to an international 
tions congress at Southern College, a 
denominationally supported school. 
Several students shot a series of criti- 
cal questions at him. Later a college 
official apologized for their behavior.) 
Most of the German churehman’s 


rela- 


speaking engagements in this country 
were made under the auspices of loca] 


councils of churches. Officials of the 
American Section of the World Council 
of Churches, who helped Pastor Nie- 
moeller plan his itinerary, stressed that 
he had been invited to speak solely to 
church groups. 

Efforts of political groups to secure 
his services had been unavailing, they 
said, ‘“‘since he came as a churchman to 
speak to church people.’’ 


Recorded Sermon Results 
In Call—to Scot 


Verdun, Que. (RNS)——-Members of 
First Presbyterian church here listened 
to the tape recording of a sermon by a 
Seottish pastor—then cabled to Scot. 
land, inviting him to become their min- 
ister. 

The unusual ‘‘call’ came at a con- 
gregational meeting in the _ church. 
After his recording was heard, Alex S. 
Renton, minister of St. John’s Church 
of Scotland, the cathedral church of 
Clyde Dunoon, Argyleshire, Scotland, 
was given a unanimous call. 





THE FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 


Who Is Free? 


If the son makes you free, you will be 
free indeed.—John 8:36. 





We sing of America as ‘“‘the land cf 
the free,’’ yet there are only a handful 
of people in America who are really 
Millions are in slavery to alcohol 
pleasure or luxury. Other 
enslaved by poverty or 
ignorance. Who is free, then? 

Only the man or the woman who 
wants to do what he or she ought to do, 
This is the only 


free. 
or lust or 
millions are 


and is able to do it. 
real freedom. 

And it is Christ who makes this free- 
dom possible, because when we are in 
bondage to Christ, then he puts within 
our hearts the desire to do what we 
ought to do and makes it possible for 
it to be done, in one way or another. 


Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free.* 
* * » 
They are the slaves who fear to speak 
For the fallen and the weak. ‘ 
They are the slaves who dare not be 
In the right with two or three.7 


Let us Pray: Forgive us, O God, 
when we wander over the earth seeking 
freedom from every fetter, forgetting 
that until we are “found of Jesus” and 
bound in his loving service, there can 
be no freedom worth having. Amen. 


CARL HEATH KOPF in The Fellow- 
shi» of Prayer, 1952. Copyright. Spon- 
sored by the Depariment of Evangelism 
National Council of Churches. 

*From “Christ’s Bondservant,” by Geo. 
Matheson. 

+From “Stanzas on Freedom, TV,” in 
Collected Poems of James Russell Lowell. 
Houghton Mifflin Co. 
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@ Jnaworld of fear and distrust, the Easter 


message is a word of confident assurance and hope 


We Are Sons of Freedom 


By ROBERT J. 


N EASTER MORNING Jesus of 

Nazareth proclaimed the abolition 

of death and thus set free those 
who through fear of death were subject 
to lifelong bondage. 

Then as now it was exceedingly diffi- 
cult for such slaves to realize they were 
free. Whether on the road to Emmaus 
or behind barred doors in Jerusalem, his 
most trusted friends feared death and 
admitted failure even though all had 
heard of his resurrection and some had 
seen their risen Lord. When, however, 
they became convinced of the fact and 
understood its significance the resur- 
rection changed their whole outlook on 
life. It formed the basis of their faith 
and hope—the proof and capstone of 
their gospel. The Son had set them free 
and they were free indeed. 

Throughout his life Paul emphasized 
the importance of this liberation. As he 
tells Timothy that the end is near, he 
declares that Jesus has rendered death 
completely impotent. On Calvary, tradi- 
tion and vested interests had done their 
worst. Easter morning proved this to be 
utterly useless. Even his enemies ad- 
mitted that their worst had become his 
best. Paul was convinced that he would 
share in his Lord’s victory over death 
and so faced his executioners unafraid, 
rejoicing at the prospect of ending his 
sufferings and of living with his Lord. 


False Ways to “Security” 


Freedom and security are said to be 
the basic objectives of national foreign 
policy and individual endeavor. Too 
often these are sought by denying, de- 
fying, or ignoring God and his will for 
man. Dependence is placed on accumu- 
lating and using wealth and power in 
one’s relations with others. There is a 
widespread fear that these efforts will 
prove futile. Into this world of fear and 
foreboding comes Easter’s startling an- 
houncement of liberation from fear. 
Freedom to be faithful unto death, ana 
security within the love of him who 
loved his own to the end cannot be en- 
dangered by ‘‘a great crowd with swords 
and clubs’ nor by a hostile guard of 
soldiers at the tomb. They are insured 
not by twelve legions of angels, but 
rather by “the power of Christ’s resur- 
rection’’—“‘the power of indestructible 
life within.” 

Enduring manifold tribulations, Paul 
had preached that Jesus, by his resur- 


*For many years a distinguished mis- 
Sionary to China, Dr. MeMullen has 
Served in recent years as executive sec- 
retary of the United Board for Christian 
Colleges in China. Last year he resigned 
that position but still serves as a con- 
sultant for that body. He is making his 
home in Chapel Hill, N. C. 
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McMULLEN* 


rection, had abolished death. Now Paul 
knew his hour had come. What would 
be the effect of his death upon the 
spread of this gospel? Would it cause 
his gospel to be rejected and his life- 
work discredited? Realization of the 
significance and result of Christ’s resur- 
rection turned his anxiety into assur- 
ance so that he could declare, ‘‘I know 
the One in Whom [ have placed my con- 
fidence and am perfectly certain that 
the work he has committed to me is 
safe in his hands until that Day” (Phil- 
lips). 


Bad Investments? 


Today even church leaders are _ in- 
clined to be pessimistic, if not skeptical, 
regarding the Christian movement in 
communist countries. Some have written 
off Christian work done in China and 
perhaps other countries as bad invest- 
ments. 

Are missionary objectives impractical 
and missionary programs ineffectual? 
Jesus answered these questions on Eas- 





McMULLEN: Over against fears and 
insecurity there is a certainty. 


ter morning with an emphatic negative. 
Those who understand this can share 
Paul’s confidence that ‘‘Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory” ‘‘and so... noth- 
ing done for him is ever lost or ever 
wasted” (Phillips). 


Easter reminds us that “for freedom 
Christ has set us free’’—free from fear 
of death and from fear of failure. 

“Let us stand fast therefore,” and, as 
“sons of freedom” shout aloud, ‘“‘Thanks 
be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Heaven 


By JESSE H. BAIRD* 


S SPRING comes on and life bursts 
A anew out of the death of winter, 

it seems natural for the human 
mind to speculate about life eternal. 

With varying degrees of light and 
darkness, most of the peoples of earth 
have held their springtime festivals, all 
carrying inferences of some sort con- 
cerning life after death. These vague 
hopes were given fulfillment and assur- 
ance in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
He is risen! Thereby, he has brought 
life and immortality to light. 

But, what then? If we are assured of 
life after death, the question which 
really concerns us is, what kind of life? 
“In my Father’s house are many rooms.”’ 
Death is but a swinging door from one 
room of existence to another. Wonder- 
ful! But this side of that door of death 
is ugly and terrifying. Can it be true 
that the other side is bright and golden? 
The real joy to be found in the gospel 
of our Lord is his answer to that ques- 
tion concerning that heavenly life. 


It Marked His Speech 


Jesus spoke as a specialist on heaven. 
He told his disciples that he came from 
heaven, that he was in heaven at the 
time, and that he would return to 
heaven. He led them in praying that 


*President, San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif., Moder- 
ator, the Presbyterian, USA, General 
Assembly, 1948. 


earth might become like heaven. He 
talked about heaven with the same cas- 
ual realism with which he referred to 
the earthly facts of daily experience. At 
a banquet table he conversed about the 
banquet chambers of heaven, He told 
his disciples to rejoice that their names 
were written in heaven more than con- 
cerning any achievements of this life. 
When little children came to him he re- 
marked that ‘‘their angels do always be- 
hold the face of the Father in heaven.” 

He referred to himself as the one who 
was “preparing’’ heaven: “I go to pre- 
pared a place for you—that where [ am 
there ye may be also.’’ He did not try 





BAIRD: If eternity is in Christ’s 
hands, then the fear of death is 
banished. 








to tell us all about the heavenly realm. 
He could not, any more than a learned 
parent could explain all about his adult 
life to the infant in his arms. All the 
child asks to know is that the parent 
loves him. When he knows that, he 
snuggles close and feels that all is well. 
If eternity and eternity’s heaven is in 
charge of the Christ whose story I read 
in the Gospels, I am not afraid to die, 
and I dry my tears for my beloved dead. 


A Place of Joy 

Jesus says heaven is a place of un- 
speakable joy. He invited the dying 
thief to meet him in Paradise, which 
means “a garden of delight.”’ In his 
parables he uses phrases like these: 
“Rejoice and be exceeding glad for great 
is your reward in heaven’’; ‘‘Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord’’; ‘‘Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the earth.”’ 

He points to four characteristics of 
heaven which will make it heavenly: 

1. There shall be no sin there. “As it 
is in heaven”’ is his description of the 
doing of God’s will as it should be done. 
In his vision of the New Jerusalem, 
John learned that “nothing unclean 
shall enter therein.’’ ‘‘Without,” in the 
Gahenna of God’s eternal judgment, 
was “all that maketh an abomination 
or a lie.’’ The whiteness of the robes of 
the redeemed, furthermore, was the re- 
sult of Christ’s own redeeming work. 
blood of the Lamb.’”’ 

2. There is no loss in heaven. In the 
heavenly treasure chests ‘“‘neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt and thieves do not 
break through nor steal.” To possess 
anything precious in this world is to as- 
sume a burden as well as a blessing, for 
we face the terrifying fact that we may 
lose it at any moment, due to the attack 
of one of earth’s agencies of destruction. 
Heaven knows no gnawing moth, no cor- 
roding rust, no sneaking thief. 

8. In heaven there is perfect fellow- 
ship—with God and with those we love. 
“Like the angels” is his definition of it. 
We shall ‘‘know as we are fully known.” 
The hidden secrets, the insincerities, the 
efforts to cover up large areas of our 
living—the subterfuges which _ spoil 
earth’s finest friendships, and the fool- 
ish hiding in the garden by which we 
even try to escape the eyes of God— 
these things shall not be in heaven. We 
shall know our loved ones there. And 
what an experience it will be! We never 
really knew them here. And we shall 
see him, “‘face to face.” Jesus himself 
will introduce us to the Father: ‘He 
that confesseth me before men, him will 
I confess before my Father, who is in 
heaven.” 

4. Heaven shall be a place of perfect 
knowledge. Here, ‘‘we see as in a glass, 
darkly.” Life is haunted by baffling 
mysteries which cannot be resolved. 
There, ‘we shall see face to face’”’ and 


* 
COVER PICTURE 
By Dementi Studios, 


“know as we are fully known.” 

All of this is conveyed to us by the 
Master in poetic pictures and parable 
stories because it was only by such 
childlike means that he could describe 
the sublime ultimates to us kindergart- 


eners in the school of being. But oh, the 
glory of the picture he paints. By pray- 
erful meditation let Jesus’ picture of 
heaven sink into your soul. How beautj- 
ful is the destiny which God is prepar- 
ing for those who love him! 


A Strange Silence 


By DUNBAR H. OGDEN* 


first heart attack. In it I learned 
a lesson that may be helpful to 
others as it has been to me. 

A few years prior I had been called 
at about 2 a. m. to the bedside of a 
dear friend who died of an heart at- 
tack and was conscious until he 
breathed his last. His face, usually 
florid, and finger nails were as white 
as the sheet upon which he lay. The 
physician asked questions relative to 
his pain. All that he volunteered was 
the question, “Why am I so very 
weak?’’ Not one word did he speak 
concerning his Christian faith or his 
hope relative to the great beyond to 
which his life had borne abundant 
testimony. 

Thus he died. 

And now on that March day, 1941, 
I lay in the same hospital, with one 


| N MARCH, 1941, I experienced my 


*Minister emeritus, Napoleon Ave- 
Avenue Church, New Orleans 


of my two able physicians, the same 
person who ministered to my friend. 
I was weak beyond all description. 
My finger nails, which of course | 
could see, were as white as the sheet 
upon which I lay. The same questions 
were being asked me. I was told that 
almost everything depended upon my 
relaxing and being quiet. 

Thus, for some forty-five minutes, 
I lay at the very portals of death. It 
seemed wise to remain absolutely 
silent, and so I did, repeating over 
and over, but not audibly, the open- 
ing words of the Apostles’ Creed, “I 
believe in God the Father almighty. 
maker of heaven and earth and in 
Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord.” 

When our loved ones die, we do 
not always know what is their inner 
experience. 

This testimany may be a comfort 
to some who read the statement of 
one who by the grace of God came 
back from the very gate of death. 





OHN WESLEY lived in every 
J decade of a century. He 
was born in 1703 and died 
in 1791. He was one of the best 
educated men of his time and the 
author of many books. Few evan- 
gelists in all the centuries have 
matched his eloquence and power 
over masses of people. He was 
gifted with genius as an organizer 
and the worldwide Methodist 
Church is his enduring monument. 
He was an itinerant preacher 
and travelled incessantly through- 
out England, and forty-two times 
he crossed the Irish Channel. He 
travelled on horseback in a day 
when there were few good roads, 
in heat and cold, in rain and snow. 
It was late in his life when friends 
provided him with a coach to 
make easier his travels. For a 
full half-century he preached on 
the averace fifteen times per 
week. In all, he travelled on land 
250.600 miles, most of it on the 
Lack of a horse. an average of 
thirteen miles every day for fifty 
vears. 


God’s Living Letters 





Wesley Awakened the Church 


His output as a writer reached 
incredible proportions. He read 
several languages and searched 
the literature of the ages for ma- 
terial to be used in the Christian 
Library, a work of fifty volumes, 
which he published. Much read- 
ing was done while walking, or 
riding on his horse. It has been 
well said that he ‘“‘made a wider 
distribution of religious writings 
dealing with the inner life’ than 
any other man in the previous his- 
tory of the church. 


All this prodigious activity 
came from a man small in stature 
and frail in health. Sixty-nine 
times in his Journal he records 
attacks of sickness. 


President Woodrow Wilson once 
paid this tribute: “The church 
was dead and Wesley awakened 
it. He cleared and purified it by 
speaking always and everywhere 
the word of God: and men’s 
spirits responded, leaped at the 
message and were made whole- 
some as they comprehended.” 


by Kirby Page 
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ICU Farm Receiving 
Variety of Contributions 


Des Moines, Ia. (RNS)—Livestock 
and farm equipment for the 135-acre 
farm that Japan International Chris- 
tian University will operate near Tokyo 
are beginning to flow into a collection 
center set up here. 

A drive to collect the stock and equip- 
ment and send them to Japan aboard a 
Friend Ship sailing from San Francisco 
in April was launched here late in 
February by Protestant laymen. 

Contributions received to date include 
99 pure bred hogs from the Iowa Duroc 
Association, a variety of breeds of poul- 
try from the Iowa Poultry Improvement 
Association, 20 young dairy cows from 
the California Dairymen’s Association, 
seed corn from a Coon Rapids, Ia., con- 
cern and a set of harness. 

The American Friend Ship Commit- 
tee, 202 Shops Building, Des Moines, 
pays all costs of transporation to the 
collection center here and then to Japan 
on articles to be shipped on what is be- 


ing called “the Noah’s Ark of -1952.” 
Cash contributions are used to buy 
equipment not contributed. 

Bert Stolpe and Owen Crist of Des 
Moines and Ernest E. Greenough of 
Merced, Cal., co-chairmen of the drive, 
conferred with President Truman in 
Washington recently. 

They said Mr. Truman endorsed the 
project and expressed the wish that sim- 
ilar universities might be set up in 
other countries, including Russia. 


New Group Is Formed to 
Aid ICU Development 


New York (RNS)—Formation of the 
“Friends of I. C. U.,’’ a new fellowship 
to support the Japan _ International 
Christian University, was announced 
here by Stanley I. Stuber, executive sec- 
retary of the Foundation sponsoring the 
institution. 

Membership will comprise those who 
sign a ‘Friends of I. C. U.” scroll or 
card and subscribe to one or more $10 


units on or before June 15, Founder’s 
Day of the university. 

Illuminated scrolls and cards will be 
mailed to churches and individuals im- 
mediately after Easter, Dr. Stuber said. 
Those signed and returned will be 
pasted together and presented to the 
Japanese people when the university is 
formally opened in April, 1953. 

Decision to form the fellowship was 
made at the recent annual meeting of 
the Foundation’s board of directors. 
The meeting also set the date for 
Founder’s Day and voted to call the at- 
tention of churches and friends annually 
on that day to the progress of the uni- 
versity. 

It was decided that the Sunday near- 
est to June 15 be observed each year as 
I. Cc. U. Sunday in churches. 


John A. MacLean, pastor of the Gin- 
ter Park church, Richmond, Va., sailed 
April 5 for Japan to be present at the 
formal opening of the ICU. 





———— 
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VERSE 


A DYING JUDAS TREE 


Recurring April counts among its tears 

The bitter shrinking of your budding red, 
Behind whose flight droop winter sticks instead 
Of blush, while pity of the bees appears 

In undiminished cloud about your head. 





Like him, whose shame vour lovely stain displayed, 


You soon will etch the sky in ruin’s sign, 
All blossoming by nameless blight betrayed, 
And in your dying ask by what design 

Will come to that despair its anodyne? 


—JOHN M. WALKER, Jr. 


IT IS LESS ARDUOUS 


It is less arduous to dispute, 

The answers that we never find; 

With warm and vehement words to bruit 
Our favorite creeds—than to be kind. 


Old controversies never furled, 
With wasted passion we defend 
Fond dogmas, letting half the world 
Wait in the darkness for a friend. 


Important, busy and beguiled, 

We shirk the stern and gentle way 

Of learning from a little child— 

And the giving of ourselves away. 
—ANNE BLACKWELL PAYNE. 

Charlotte, N. C. 


‘IF WITH ALL YOUR HEARTS 
YE TRULY SEEK ME”’ 


They come and say, “How beautiful, 
How worshipful your music is!”’ 

I smile and thank them pleasantly; 
But as I leave the organ bench, 

I wonder that they did not see 

The bleak despair and discontent 
That burns within me as a fire— 
For while my fingers do my will 
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To make great music come to life, 

My mind and heart no worship give 

The Son of God whose praise I sound 

With all the skill I can command. 

I often wonder how it is 

That some men seem to live enriched: 

To work with ease, and love with joy. 

If love be joy, no love I feel, 

For joy is free and I am bound 

To hunger that is never filled, 

Condemned to serve as priestly slave, 

Him whose Name I do not bear . 

Yet sometimes, strangely, as I play 

I seem to feel a stir of air 

Move sweetly past my face, as though 

An angel presence by my side 

Knelt to draw away a veil 

That hangs before my heavy mind. 

At such a time I see a Light, 

And hear a Voice in loveliest tones 

Gently call my name—my name! 

Ah, then my heart can cry out, ‘‘Lord!”’ 

And for a breath I am at peace, 

Worshipping the Risen Christ. 
—LAURA HOWELL NORDEN. 

Wilmington, N. C. 


CHAFF OF THE MOUNTAINS 


Here balsaam parts to leave a treeless bridge, 
Beloved by wind that scouts the mountain sky, 
Whose endless currents leap this grass to ply 
Across the blackness of the summit ridge, 
And signal night with sunset’s sudden dye. 


This might have been Araunah’s threshing floor 
With trampling beast in liberating round, 

And chaff in clouds where only mists now soar; 
For in this gap the winds of mercy pour 

Across the bareness of the contrite ground. 


Forever looms God’s harvest place above 

The brushy second-growth of tangled days, 

Its windy surges keen with cleansing love 

That swept from darkened noon, unleased to raze 

The sullen husks that shield our stubborn ways. 
—JOHN M. WALKER, Jr. 

Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 
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EDITORIAL 


team—Team—TEAM! 


It is an open secret (admitted by 
most people to be regrettable but neces- 
sary) that the subsidized standard in 





athletics, prevailing in many colleges, 
is also the standard in most chureh re- 
lated colleges that maintain a full-scale 
sports program. That is to say, what 
it takes to produce winning teams (i. e., 
more wins than losses) is top-flight, or, 
at least, the best available, athletes. 
These are to be obtained largely in the 
open market with the prizes going for 
the most generous offers. 

All this is brought about, mind you, 
because of (1) alumni, who have to face 
alumni of rival institutions who will rib 
them unmercifully on a Sunday or Mon- 
day morning after Alma Mater has been 
trampled in the dust. Therefore, in 
order to be able to turn the tables and 
rib the ribbers they have to have at 
least occasionally something more than 
a “moral” victory. Such adolescent 
rivalry and schoolboy pride is slow to 
wear-off with some alumni. (2) An- 

*It is not entirely coincidental that 
(1) Indian terminology is used here 
and, (2) little boys like to play Indian. 
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other reason for the program, they tell 
you, is that unless you have winning 
teams, the students you most want 
won’t come; they will go to institutions 
that get the headlines on the sports 
pages. So, like it or not, they insist, 
we have to do it. 

Let us imagine Navaho* College with 
its traditional will-to-win and wide re- 
spect. It takes beatings year after year, 
with an occasional moral victory and, 
at long intervals, a real upset. But such 
hair-raising events hecome more and 
more seldom as neighboring institu- 
tions, church-related, state and inde- 
pendent. become increasingly subsi- 
dized. So, something has to be done. 
The alumni demand it; the administra- 
tion sees, or hears, that students won’t 
come unless something is done. So 
something is done. 

Alumni take the lead. They see that 
money talks so they arrange for money 
through the Wampum Club. It is not 
enough to give money to raise the edu- 
cational standards of the college; they 
have to have some winning teams! 
After all. the sports writers said, the 
alumni give the money to these colleges 
and the colleges ought to do what the 
alumni want—particularly so when the 
schoolboy pride of these alumni is punc- 
tured week after week and year after 
year and they cannot longer look the 
alumni of rival institutions in the face! 
How they suffer! 

So the Wampum Club produces- 
$30,000 a year, they hope. Neighboring 
towns catch the idea and non-alumni 
join alumni to help old Navaho produce 
a team. But sadly enough, the losses 
are greater than the wins and the dust 
of defeat is bitter on the tongue of 
Navaho rooters. 

What’s happening here? We were 
told money was needed and we have 
produced. but the losses are even 
ereater than before. True enough, we 
are consoled. but think of inflation, and 
think of what the rivals are doing. 
Trouble is not that we have been in a 
subsidized program: the _ trouble is 
simply that we have heen too cheap 
about it. We have got to have more 
money from more people to end these 
weekend (!') headaches. Nobody ever 
thought $30.000 would be enough: we 
need $50,000 a year! 

Furthermore, what’s the matter with 
the faculty? (the trustees wanted to 
know). The trustees. of old Navaho. 
by the way. had bought the whole bill 
of goods, for these men were “realists’’: 
they knew (1) they had to have alumni 
support (cash. that is) and (2) they 
said thev also knew what would hanpen 
to Navaho if it no longer tried to hold 
up its head in competitive, subsidized 
sports. Besides. the holy men among 
them reassured them: they said it was 
just the thine to do because they, too, 
wanted to bolster the failing prestige. 

The trustees knew that more money 
was the answer: but they also thought 
the faculty held part, not of the money. 
but of the answer. So they took a good 


look at the Navaho faculty. 
versives (i. e., 


Any sub- 
non-supporters of our 
program)? Any disloyalty anywhere 
down the line? Navaho has always in- 
sisted on regularity and we demand 
regularity now—and from the faculty! 
After all, these are employed people anq 
employed people, even professors, are to 
do what their employers tell them to 
do. So the trustees solemnly instructed 
(they did not request) the faculty of 
once-proud Navaho to give enthusiastic 
and loyal support to the Wampum Club 
and all its ramifications; and they wil] 
not mind even blinking not too much 
now and then when the registrar’s office 
is not overly demanding when highly 
qualified athletes appear without the 
traditional credentials but with other 
impressive sponsorship. 

So Navaho moved along the way 
to . . . Who can say? .for the end 
is not yet. Will it be $100,000 a year 
for subsidies, while cowed professors 
join in the ceremonial dances in full 
regalia, as the holy men pour fuel on the 
flames, mumbling a weird tribal mum- 
ho-jumbo and lifting up their hands to 
the gods of Victory? The possibilities, 
mind you, are limitless. 





After all, so far as we are concerned 
with the standards of Christian educa- 
tion, it would seem that if church-re- 
lated institutions are merely to be pres- 
sured into the standards of other insti- 
tutions, then why talk about so-called 
“Christian education’? Why not close 
up shop and do it cheaper and more 
efficiently in the state institutions? 

Does Christian education have any- 
thing, after all. to say about the real 
purpose of a college and the true goals 
of education and what to do when pres- 
sured by the standards of a materialistic 
and superficial world? 

Navaho and a good many colleges like 
it would seem to hold the answer. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Wiggletails in 
The Ministeria! Cup 


I sat in an informal greup of Pres- 
byterian ministers of three branches of 
the church the other day and the sub- 
ject of receiving new ministers into the 
presbytery arose. One man told of two 
new ministers who were coming from 
another presbytery of their denomina- 
tion into the local presbytery and the 
interest he had in the examination they 
would give them. There was general dis- 
cussion as to the nature of the question- 
ing and the value of such a procedure. 
It seems that in both of the other 
branches, not counting ours, they have 
the custom of conducting an examina- 





tion in theology of the new member, re- 
gardless of who he is or where he came 
from. One branch conducts the examina- 
tion much more thoroughly than the 
other. So far as IT know, no such custom 
prevails in our own church. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





th 


hy sub- 
of our 
ywhere 
ays in- 
lemand 
faculty! 
ple and 
}, are to 
hem to 
tructed 
‘ulty of 
usiastic 
m Club 
ley will 
oO much 
"$s office 
highly 
out the 
h other 


he way 
the end 
| @ year 
ofessors 
in full 
1 on the 
1 mum- 
ands to 
ibilities, 


ncerned 
| educa- 
urch-re- 
he pres- 
er insti- 
0-called 
ot close 
d more 
ns? 

ve any- 
the real 
1e goals 
en pres- 
Trialistic 


izes like 
ar. 


s 


of Pres- 
nehes of 
the sub- 
into the 
| of two 
ng from 
nomina- 
and the 
ion they 
eral dis- 
juestion- 
ocedure. 
e other 
ey have 
*xamina- 
nber, re- 
he came 
*xamina- 
han the 
1 custom 


'TLOOK 





As I reflected on the conversation, I 
pecame more impressed with the value 
of the practice. ... 


But, as I reflected on the _ typical 
question which was mentioned as the 
one which was always asked, I had 
another thought. It did not make me 
think less of the value of the custom, 
put it made me think about how shal- 
low our reasoning can become some- 
times on matters like this. One minister 
said that they usually asked the pro- 


spective member, ‘‘Who was your 
theology teacher in the seminary?’”’ 
When the prospect would give the 


teacher, the next question would be, 
“Have you changed your ideas since 
then?’’ He said the prospect would al- 


ways answer, “Positively, no.’’ That 
would guarantee his admission. 
The question disturbed me. First, 


what assurance does anyone have that 
a pupil always accepts the ideas of his 
professor? It is to be assumed that a 
pupil will be affected by the ideas of 
a strong teacher of theology, but it has 
been my observation that a good many 


pupils who sit in the class with a 
teacher develop obstinate ideas and, if 
they think at all, come out with some 
conclusions which may be directly op- 
posite to what the teacher thinks. 
Naturally, it is also assumed that if a 
pupil acknowledges himself as a pupil 
of a certain teacher, he means to imply 
that they agree in their thinking. 


But the thing that really disturbed 
me was the fact that here is a minister 
who has been out of the seminary for 
ten or more years and he is com- 
mended, in a way, because during that 
time he has not changed his theological 
ideas. What kind of growth is that? Is it 
a mark of commendation that a man 
remains no different when he reached 
maturity from what he was as a fledg- 
ling in the ministry? 


It made me think of the familiar ola 
story of the westerner who was testi- 
fying in a meeting about how long his 
cup had been full, and another old cow- 
boy commented that he bet it had 
wiggletails in it—-E. K. REAGIN in 
The Cumberland Presbyterian. 





ALL NEWS IS THIS SIDE OF DEATH 


Meditation for Easter 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in 
glory.”—-I Corinthians 15:43. 


LL NEWS is the side of death. 

The last piece of news you will 

hear about anyone is: He is dead. 
Or if not, it will be because you did not 
live to hear it, but first heard for your- 
self: “‘This night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee... .”’ Good news or bad, 
it is all preliminary to the news the 
death angel brings. Whatever else may 
be in doubt, that is not in doubt. So 
you may put any piece of news this way: 
“Before she died she gave a party .... 
before he died he invested in General 
Motors .. .’”” and so on. About your 
own doings, it is true to think: This is 
one of the things I am doing with the 
time I have before I die. 

Everyone faces this; but the pagan 
(who may be quite up-to-date, among 
your prosperous and highly educated 
neighbors) takes it one way, the Chris- 
tian takes it another. The pagan does 
his best to forget death. For him, life 
ends in anti-climax. Activity ends in 
stillness, sound in silence, joy ends, and 
pain too, when the nerves cease to 
quiver; all the fire of life goes out in 
the final cold. Death is the final failure, 
the only one that cannot be avoided. 
Death is the one thing that neither 
money nor science nor self-confidence 
can set aside. 


For the 


pagan, death makes life 
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meaningless. Life, to his mind, is 
a brief stirring of atoms which will all 
one day cease their motion. Life is the 
flow of matter through a temporary or- 
ganism, a flowing of dust to dust. What- 
ever meaning life may seem to have, it 
is canceled at death. The time of life 
is short, the time of death is everlasting. 
Death, for the pagan, makes the future 
of this race meaningless as well. All the 
earth’s tomorrows promise only a suc- 
cession of failures, an enormous incal- 
culable number of deaths, a dismal re- 
petition of futilities, ending at last in 
the ‘‘vast death of the solar system.”’ 

No wonder the pagan tries to forget 
the end, will use any word for it but the 
right one, and at last will even commit 
the final pathetic absurdity of preserv- 
ing, like a worm in alcohol, the one body 
he had that finally broke down .. . pre- 
serving it for what? No pagan can tell 
you. No wonder Bertrand Russell said, 
“Henceforth only on the firm founda- 
tion of unyielding despair can the soul’s 
habitation henceforth be built,’’ or that 
his wife, writing of the ‘right to be 
happy,’ admits at the end that since 
death must triumph at last, the only 
way to stay happy in the face of that 
fact is to forget it. 


Hk CHRISTIAN—thanks to the 
God of Easter morning!—knows 
better. He too knows that all news 
is this side of death, but he is not afraid 


to think about it. True, some Christians 
have thought about it too much, even 
going to the extreme of keeping their 
coffins in the living room, or lining their 
cells with bones of departed brothers. 
But this is not the kind of thing a New 
Testament saint would have done. One 
cannot imagine Saint John, who had 
“passed from death unto life,’’ bother- 
ing with a casket in his house; nor 
Saint Paul, who had “risen with Christ 
in newness of life,’’ painting skulls and 
cross-bones on the inside of the tents he 
made. Yet neither John nor Paul was 
shutting his eyes to the fact of death. 
They could see it plainly enough. But to 
their converted eyes death was trans- 
parent. 

All news is this side of death; but 
what is death this side of? This side of 
Nothing! weeps the pagan. This side of 
Glory! shouts the Christian. ‘“‘The paths 
of glory lead but to the grave’’ is not 
the Christian’s way of looking at life 
here on earth. The road of the Christian 
is a road to glory. Life does not end in 
anti-climax. Every road, even the sad- 
dest, the most monotonous, for the 
Christian, is a road to glory. And if it 
be granted a Christian (as it was 
granted Paul) to walk a road neither 
monotonous nor sad, a life of thrills, 
whereon contentment is a daily compan- 
jon, even such a road, with all its tri- 
umphs and its eestasies, leads to a far 
greater glory at the end. 


OR THE CHRISTIAN, this is what 

gives life its meaning and its per- 

spective. For the pagan, all that a 
man can achieve, all that he suffers, can 
be only the achieving and the suffering 
of a creeping creature who was dust and 
who will be dust, and what happens to 
him is what happens to dust. But for 
the Christian, all his story is the achiev- 
ing and the suffering of an immortal 
soul, one who even now shares and lives 
the life eternal. Even his suffering is a 
part of God’s preparing him for glory. 
Death is the last news here, but it is 
always good news. 

Readers of Pilgrim’s Progress will re- 
member that chapter where the pilgrims 
are gathered just this side of the river 
that has no bridge, and how the sum- 
mons from the other side came first to 
one and then to others. It was never 
the same with any two of them, and 
some indeed found the waters chill and 
the passing hard. But to each of them 
the crossing came, not as the harsh dark 
ending to a pilgrimage without a goal, 
but rather as a Beginning. For all the 
news of all they had seen and endured 
on their long pilgrim’s road had but 
made them ready for the best news of 
all their lives: the summons from the 
King. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Three-Way Effort 
In O. C. Ey angelism 


Oklahoma News Letter 





Cooperating Protestant churches of 
Oklahoma City have attracted the at- 
tention and praise of national leaders 
by their broadly-based and extensive 
program of evangelism. It began last 
fall when the National Christian Teach- 
ing Mission set up and carried through 
a program of fellowship cultivation. 
Then early March was set for a Visita- 
tion Evangelism Program, followed a 
week later by a city-wide preaching mis- 
sion led by the National Council’s evan- 
gelist, Charles Templeton, assisted by a 
group of about eight specialists who 
worked with various groups throughout 
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Here are the chimes you’ve 
been waiting for—an instru- 
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It’s the new Schulmerich 
“ChimeAtron”’ (by the makers 
of the famous “Carillonic 
Bells’’). Full twenty-five notes, 
G to G. Plays melody and 
harmony. 


@ Plays with any organ 

@ Serves as tower chimes 
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®@ Has remote control, button operation 
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We'll be glad to supply further 
information; please write us. 
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the city. The Municipal Auditorium, ent church will be in court each morn- 
seating 5,000, was engaged for the ing and available to any prisoner desir- 
series. The four Presbytcrian, US, ing counseling. R. Gordon Gray, Pres- 
churches of the city cooperated fully in byterian minister who drew up the plan 
this program. All four churches, inci- in Tulsa, said the Council of Churches 
dentally, are showing evidence of en- hopes soon to be able to introduce the 


courraging and rapid growth. program in juvenile court. ‘‘We feel that 

sometimes just praying alone isn’t 
Missions for Men enough to do for some unfortunate peo- 
Planned for Fall ple,” Mr. Gray said. ‘‘That’s why we 


Plans are being made for a Mission want to be in court in person to offer 
for Men next fall. Projected by the Okla- what aid we may be able to give.” (RNS) 
homa synod’s men’s council and the re- 
ligious education committee, the plan principal Praises 
will provide for series of three evening pupils’ Peace Prayers 
meetings ‘‘for men only” (usually with 
supper) in seven or eight centers. Ef- Prayers for peace written on assign- 
forts will be made to tie-in local men’s ™ent by pupils of Sidney Lanier School 
groups with the inspiration and infor- in Tulsa evidence “a depth of knowledge 
mation provided last fall in the regional nd feeling usually attributed to per- 
men’s conventions. So far as is known, 80s far beyond their years,” according 
this is the first time such a plan has +t Principal George Hooper. As an ex- 
been developed on a synod-wide basis. ample he cited the following, turned in 

by a sixth-grader, Eddie Smith: 
Tulsa Ministers Inaugurate 
Court Counseling Service “Dear Lord, help the people of the 
world to know the meaning of peace so 


ini iz ing servic 

A MENTE conneetE 90 ans for that our own world may become a better 
persons brought before the municipal jj ation. God bless those who know the 
court was launched in Tulsa by the city meaning of peace. Help those who are 
Council of Churches in cooperation with not able to live in a —. as yer 
: : -rica ¢ ys Ww ve oO liv 
court authorities. Under the plan, sim- ™erica and those who ha t e 
; ‘ where there is war and hatred. Help the 
ilar to one operating successfully in people to be kind and helpful to one 

Louisville, Ky., a minister from a differ- another.” (RNS) 


QUEENS COLLEGE 


An accredited, four-year, liberal arts 
college offering a core of general educa- 
tion and many fields of specialization, For 
information write THE REGISTRAR. 





Charlton C. Jernigan, President 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 











Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 
bo credited by Association of American Univer- 
Maryville sities, Southern Association, National Associa- 
tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, American Medical As- 
College sociation, etc. Charges average $309 per se- 
mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 

be met in part by self-help. Address 

RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 
Maryville, Tennessee 


WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men 
Fulton, Missouri 
A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive 
service in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Pro- 
fessions. 


Founded 1819 








For catalog and information write 
WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 








CENTRE CRADUATES HELP MAKE 


HISTORY 
A fully accredited Liberal Arts college founded 
1819. Coordinate education. Two beautiful 


campuses. Joint classes. Presbyterian a/ffilia- 
tion. Send now for fully illustrated booklet to 


Walter A. Groves, President 








CENTRE COLLEGE OF KENTUCKY. Box 401-0, Danville, Kentucky 
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Free Water To 
Churches Ends 

The time-honored custom of furnish- 
ing water free to churches in Enid is 
about to end. Gerald D. Wilkins, city 
manager, appeared before the Minister- 
ial Alliance to apprize clergymen of the 
city’s decision to change the order of 
things. Churches of Enid have been us- 
ing water without cost since 1893 when 
the community was founded. There are 
now 62 church organizations in Enid 
and “some of them are using an awful 
lot of water,’’ the city manager said. 
Since they are charged for other utili- 
ties, a majority of the ministers ex- 
pressed their willingness to abide by the 
change without opposition. (RNS) 


Judge Upholds Church 
In Residential Area 


Leaders of the South Side Christian 
church won a_ second round in their 
efforts to continue religious activities in 
the center of one of Tulsa’s exclusive 
residential sections. District Court 
Judge Eben L. Taylor sustained a board 
of adjustment authorization for church 
activities on a 414-acre tract owned by 
the church in the residential area. 
Twenty-three property owners had pro- 
tested the authorization. At the same 
time, however, Judge Taylor warned 
church leaders they ‘‘may land in court 
on another action” if they permit ‘‘too 
much noise” by children at a swimming 
pool located on the church property. 
The decision is being appealed. The pro- 
testing property owners claimed the 
church site was zoned for residential 
purposes only. They contended that the 
church will destroy the _ residential 
nature of the area as well as create a 
traffic hazard along the narrow two- 
lane portion of the nearby avenue. The 
group also complained that the church’s 
swimming pool was disturbing. Judge 
Taylor told attorneys in the case he had 
served on the board of adjustment four 
years and had made a close study of 
complaints against the building of 
churches in residential areas. (RNS) 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 


student. 
Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 


equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment 


R. B. PURDUM, President 








Mr. Alexander Goes to Washington 
—As the Republican Chaplain 

W. H. (Bill) Alexander, pastor of 
First Christian church, Oklahoma City, 
has been in Washington for the past two 
months where he is to work for a year 
as chaplain of the Repubilcan National 
Committee .He described his new post as 
“sort of goodwill ambassador.” He said 
he took the job because the decisions 
that decide the destinies of this world 
are made in the realm of politics. I will 
do my humble best to win a victory for 
Christian America.’’ He plans to return 
to his pastorate ‘‘after 1952.” Alexan- 
der ran for U. S. Senator in 1950 but 
lost. The chairman of his church’s 
board of elders said, ‘‘We had not been 
officially advised” in advance of Mr. 
Alexander’s move, but he admitted that 
“both (political) parties need a lot of 
praying for.’’? (RNS) 


Custodian, Former Communist, 
Defended by Church People 

Church people in McAlester have 
taken up the cudgels on behalf of a 
church custodian—a former Communist 
—and his wife who have been ordered 
deported to fheir native Belgium by im- 
migration authorities. The couple, Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Roelants, came to the U. 
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A liberal arts college for men 
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As fares Stillman, so 
fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 





Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483. Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 
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S. in 1948 to live with their daughter, 
a Belgian war bride of a McAlester pos- 
tal clerk. Roelants, 54, is custodian of a 
Methodist church. He admits that he 
was a member of the Communist Party 
for a short time after World War II but 
said he renounced his membership when 
he realized what the party stood for. 
He said his declaration to immigration 
officials that he belonged to no politica] 
party at the time of his arrival in the 
U. S. was true, since he had quit the 
Communist Party more than a year pre- 
viously. Members of the church where 
he serves and of the nearby Church of 
Christ, where the Roelants are mem- 
bers, are begging officials to revoke the 
deportation order. (RNS) 


Miscellany 

A three-day retreat for the Presby- 
terian ministers of the synod is sche- 
duled for April 28-30 on the shore of 
Lake Texoma... . A recent religious 
census of Oklahoma City showed Pres- 
byterians standing in fifth place in 
membership and church preference.... 
Men of the Synod have named Russell 
Browe as president, succeeding Roy 
Steigleder, Jr. Browe is an elder in 
Southminster church, Oklahoma City 
and is now moderator of Mangum Pres- 
bytery .... A drive by Enid ministers 
resulted in the closing of all grocery 
stores on Sunday. 

PAT N. EASTERLING. 

Duncan. 


Group Insurance Plan Sponsored 
By United Church of Canada 


Toronto (RNS)—Of 1,953 eligible 
ministers up to 68 years of age, 1,747 
have been, insured under a group insur- 
ance vlan established by the United 
Church of Canada. The church is the 
first religious group in Canada to es- 
tablish such a scheme. 

Ten Canadian insurance companies 
are carrying the policies. Each insured 
member pays a premium of $12 an- 
nually. The church, acting as employer 
is paying the employer’s portion of the 
premium, which is $25,000 for 1952. 

Group hospitalization for ministers 
is the next plan under consideration by 
the Department of Pensions, Harry G. 
Tuttle, secretary, told the annual meet- 
ing of the department board. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Supreme Loyalty to God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 27, 1958 


Exodus 20:1-6; Luke 14:25-27; 16:13-15. 


There are multitudes of men in recent 
days whose supreme loyalty has been 
given consciously and deliberately to the 
state, the party, the man—once Adolf 
Hitler, now Joseph Stalin; there are 
multitudes of others who give their 
supreme loyalty, unconsciously, it may 
be, but none the less definitely, to the 
gods of wrath or pleasure or power. 


I. 


“hristianity, and Judaism, as well, is 
pased on God’s uncompromising de- 
mand, presented to the children of 
Israel at Mount Sinai. ‘Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me.” 

This first commandment is followed 
closely by a second: “Thou shalt not 
make unto thee a graven image, nor any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth; 
thou shalt not bow down thyself unto 
them, nor serve them.’”’ This second 
commandment helps to implement the 
first. If the maker of heaven and earth 
is represented under any earthly form, 
he is misrepresented; men who think of 
God in inadequate terms accept inade- 
quate ideals for themselves as individ- 
uals and for their nation, and so they 
fall into dangerous errors, which it is 
hard to correct, because they are backed 
by all the sanctions of religion. 


“It is unfortunate [wrote James I. 
McCord, professor of theology in Aus- 
tin Seminary in an issue of Interpreta- 
tion, April 1949]that the word, “idola- 
try, has all but disappeared from the 
vocabulary of today, while at the same 
lime, the concept has been relegated to 
the science of comparative religions as 
an obsolete practice once utilized by 
mankind in the quest for God. The Old 
Testament writers are one in their insis- 
tence that idolatry is quite different 
from tenative steps toward a clearer 
apprehension of God. It is second and 
hot first, and must be understood as a 
distorted replica of the true God. Idol- 
atry represents the attempt of man to 
achieve his ends through means other 
than God, and to organize his life 
around that which is less than God. For 
the idol makes no absolute claim, and 
man can control it for his own immedi- 
ate ends. Idolatry symbolizes the short- 
cut that is faith’s indomitable foe and is 
a product of the narrow and limited per- 
spective of man apart from God. 

“The conception of sin as idolatry 
furnishes the clue to the meaning of the 
Second Commandment: ‘Thou shalt not 
make unto thee a graven image... for 
I, Jehovah thy God, am a jealous God.’ 
The image is forbidden precisely be- 
‘ause God is jealous, because the image 
secomes his substitute and rival . : 
The idol need not be a sensuous object 
‘quipped with magical power—a graven 
mage—for idolatry has a much wider 
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connotation. Any act growing out of 
man’s selfish will is idolatrous. In this 
sense idolatry is a quality of human pe- 
havior. 

“The Old Testament abounds with il- 
lustrations of the various forms idola- 
try may take. Sometimes it is crude and 
vulgar, as in the worship of the golden 
calf in Exodus, the sacrifices to the 
Moabite god in Numbers, the serving of 
the Canaanite gods in Judges, and the 
apostasy of Israel during the time of 
Ahab and Jezebel. At other times, idola- 
try is more subtle and refined. It con- 
sists in trust in foreign alliances 
(Isaiah) and in indifference to human 
need and the acquisition of wealth by 
social injustice (Amos). Paul Minear 
has catalogued a few of the many types 
of idolatry listed by the Exilic prophets, 
a list that includes pride in human wis- 
dom, trust in one’s beauty, reliance on 
horses and chariots, immunity to God’s 
demands and vision, and denial of God’s 
reality, power, and control. 

“In the New Testament the prayer of 
the Pharisee breathes the spirit of idol- 
atry: ‘God, I thank thee, that I am not 
as the rest of men.’ His is the sin that 
belongs to ecclesiastical standing and to 
the moral nature. To Paul, ritual and 
race may also become the elements of 
idolatry, ‘circumcised the eighth day, of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews’-- 
things to be counted but refuse in order 
to gain Christ. In fact, the entire ac- 
count of the rejection of Jesus Christ 
is an object lesson in the idolatry of 
race-ego, the tendency of man to cre- 
ate a god and then to cling stubbornly 
to it, even in the presence of the living 
God.”’ 


The truth is that man must worship 
God, the one true God, who has created 
heaven and earth, and has_ revealed 
Himself in Jesus Christ, or else some 
idol which he has erected in God’s 
stead. As Nicholas Berdyaev has writ- 
ten, ‘‘Man is made in such a way that 
he can live only through faith in God or 
through faith in ideals and idols.” 


Il. 


The New Testament passages in our 
printed lesson bring before us two of the 
good and necessary things of life that 
often come between men and God; two 
things, therefore, which tend to become 
our idols. 

The first of these, surprising as it 
may seem to some, is one’s family. “Tf 
any man comes to me,”’ says Jesus, “and 
does not hate his own father and mother 
and wife and children and brothers and 
sisters .... he cannot be my disciple.” 
“Hate” is used here, as so often in 
Hebrew thought, with the meaning of 
“love less.’? Jesus says that love to him 
must have the priority over love for 
members of our own family, that a man 
should not permit even natural affection 


to come between him and his duty to 
God. 


“Pressure put upon a man to side- 
step his obligation to God is not easy to 
resist when it comes from someone he 
loves [writes Ernest Fremont Tittle in 
The Gospel According to Luke, Harper 
and Brothers]. But consider what is at 
stake in the demand that not even nat- 
ural affection shall be permitted to come 
between a man and his duty to God. Ob- 
viously at stake is the welfare of soci- 
ety. The community cannot but suffer at 
the hands of men who put family inter- 
est before all other considerations .... 
(In addition) the welfare of the family 
itself is at stake Love between 
man and wife (for example) is not self- 
sustaining. It can easily become anemic 
and die. Lovers who care only for each 
other are likely before long to become 
jealous, exacting and absorbed each one 
in self. Lovers must become interested 
in something beyond themselves and 
their own happiness together if their 
love for each other is to endure. So far 
from prescribing happiness Jesus named 
the condition of enduring affection be- 
tween man and wife when he urged: 
Let nothing, not even your love for each 
other stand between you and your duty 
to God. 

“And as for children, which, after all, 
is the better—a home where self-inter- 
est is the rule of life—‘me and my wife, 
my son John and his wife, us four and 
no more’—or a home influenced by high 
loyalties and devotions? Which is better 
for the children?” 


To this question there can be but one 
answer—as we all know in our hearts, 
even though we forget it is so often in 
practice. Another good and necessary 
thing in life which often comes between 
us and God is money. ‘‘You cannot serve 
God and mammon,” said Jesus. In his 
day, mammon was a morally neutral 
term and meant wealth or riches or 
money. Jesus says we must put either 
God, or mammon first. One must be 
subordinate to the other, because they 
make opposing claims on our lives. 
Here, let us suppose, is a way by which 
we can make more money, but it is not 
a way which God can approve. What are 
we going to do about it? Here is a cause 
which needs financial assistance. God 
would like for us to help, but we have 
other uses for our money—what are we 
going to do about it? No man can serve 
God and money, for both claim the 
whole man. We must choose, therefore, 
which we will serve, which we are going 
to put first. 

A large part, a very large part of our 
ills, is due to the fact that so many, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, have chosen 
mammon rather than God. And that is 
why so many men find that peace of soul 
eludes them, even though they are 
‘‘successful’’ beyond their early dreams. 

We cannot serve God and money, but 
we can serve God with money. Fortu- 
nate the people who have learned that 
this is true, and are wise enough to put 
first things first. 


III. 


Why was Israel commanded to have 
no other God than Jehovah? 
First, because of what God had done 
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for Israel in the past: “I am Jehovah 
thy God who brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bond- 
age.”’ As Gardiner M. Day suggests in 
Old Wine in New Bottles the verses 
contain three glimpses of truth about 
the eternal God: (1) ‘“‘He was a per- 
sonal Being who cared about man and 
with whom man could enter into a close 
personal relationship .... (2) He was 
a God of action. Whether through the 
burning bush or on the mount, God 
spoke to Moses and guided him as he led 
the children of Israel out of bondage to- 
ward the promised land.” (3) He was a 
Savior, one who had delivered them out 
of Egypt, and guided them through the 
wilderness, and would finally settle 
them in the promised land. 

For us this reason has grown far 
more compelling. For the God who de- 
livered the Israelites from the land of 
bondage by the hand of his servant 
Moses has wrought for us a mightier de- 
liverance through his Son, Jesus Christ: 


“He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
and comforted the sorrowing. 

“He taught wonderful words of life 
about God and about man. 

To all who would listen, he spoke of 
the Father’s love and forgiveness. 

He released Godlike possibilities in 
all who followed him.... 

* * o 


He broke the bonds of death and liv- 
eth evermore. 

He transformed utterly the 
the eleven disciples. 

He was the propelling power in the 
experience of the early Christians. 

He captured Saul of Tarsus and 
transformed him into Paul the mighty. 

Through the centuries he has called 
and men have answered. 

He has brought love and healing and 
joy to the nations. 

He has swerved 
channels. 

Our calendar dates events before and 
after his coming. 

a - * 

Wherefore God has given him a joy- 
ous name which is above every name. 

And to him we offer our total allegi- 
ance. So help us God. Amen.’’—Kirby 
Page in Living Joyously (Rinehart and 
Co., New York) 
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But our text suggests a second rea- 
son why Israel is to have no other God 
than Jehovah—not only because of what 
he has done for them in the past, but 
also because of what he will do for their 
children in the days to come: ‘For Il, 
Jehovah thy God, am a jealous God, vis- 
iting the iniquity of the fathers upch 
the children, upon the third and upon 
the fourth generation of them that hate 
me, and showing loving kindness unto 
thousands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments.” 


“Fundamentally, the crisis which now 
confronts us is a spiritual crisis, having 
to do with our beliefs, our attitudes, our 
desires and ambitions [Ernest Fremont 
Tittle wrote in the Christian Century, 
trom November 9, 1938]. We are now 
called upon to decide whom we shall 
serve. Shall it be other gods, such as 
race, nations, class, private interests? 
Or shall it be God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ? 

“The dread horsemen that are now 
riding in Asia and threatening to ride 
over all the world are, it is interesting 
to note, the four horsemen of the Apoca- 
lypse—militarism, war, famine, and 
death. Why are they riding and threat- 
ening to ride? The answer, I believe, is 
given in this: ‘Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me... . If ye worship other 
gods ye shall surely perish.’ 

“The alternative to a noble theism 
[Dr. Tittle continued] is not a noble 
atheism making disinterested use of sci- 
ence for the benefit of all mankind. The 
alternative to a noble theism is an ig- 
noble polytheism threatening to make 
use of science for the destruction of 
mankind. If you take away God the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, what 
you have ieft is not not god, but some 
other god, such as race, nation, class, 
self-interest; and this other God, who is 
not the Lord of al the earth, but only a 
local, limited, exclusive god, is bound to 
work havoc in the world. In his service 
men do not contribute to the welfare 
and progress of mankind. They do not 
even contribute to the welfare and pro- 
gress of their own nation or elass. For 
seeking to serve a part at the expense of 
the whole, they soon bring about condi- 
tions in which nobody is secure, every- 
body is imperiled.’ 


Subsequent events have confirmed Dr. 
Tittle’s predictions. History illustrates 
the truth of Scripture: “I Jehovah thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the in- 
iquity of the fathers upon the children 

and showing loving kindness unto 
thousands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments.” 


“If a world in which men can live in 
peace is to be achieved [says Dr. Day] 
the nations must learn to obey the first 
commandment and recognize the sove- 





PEWS. PULPIT s CHANCEL 


* EARLY 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
<== DEPT. 25 SCRANTON 2, PA. 








reignty of God over all nations. The na- 


tions must acknowledge that God js 
above all people and all national] inter- 
ests and that he is the Father of aj 
mankind, who loves the people of all 
nations as his children and expresses 
himself through universal moral lay. 

“Furthermore, if the first commang- 
ment is to affect society, it must haye 
priority not only among the nations, put 
in our personal lives. We cannot expect 
the nations to acknowledge one God, 
unless we, as individuals, do so 
Martin Luther said, ‘Whatsoever thy 
heart clings to and relies upon, that jg 
properly thy God.’ What do our hearts 
cling to? Do we put God first, or have 
we a Midas-like desire for money at the 
center of our thought and activity? Do 
we give first piace in our lives to the 
desire to be considered popular or suc- 
cessful or to secure comfort and ease? 
Or have we an insatiable thirst for 
power? ... As we apply such questions 
as these to ourselves, we realize that our 
own and indeed man’s chief problem is 
not that of control over our environment 
but control of ourselves.’’ 


We cannot realize our own highest 
potentialities unless we put God—God 
in Christ—first. 


“‘T’m not a man, I’m a menagerie,’ 
said a man of himself. ‘If that girl isa 
civil war, then I’m a world war,’ said a 
girl who thought she could taste sex 
experience without regard to God or the 
moral law. She tried to bend the moral 
universe to her desires and succeeded 
not in bending the moral universe but 
in breaking herself ... . ‘Christ is not 
first in my life—-my music is,’ said a 
young woman obviously in deep con- 
flict. The wrong thing was dominant, 
and although that wrong thing was 
music, she had no music within her. All 
her music had turned to discord. Had 
Christ been first, then her soul would 
have sung with a strange deep joy.... 
God is not a usable power in most lives. 
How could he be, for with self at the 
center we would use God for the pur- 
poses of the self. So God has to stand 
untapped for the purposes of life. Only 
when God comes to the center does he 
become the center of power.”’ (E. Stan- 
ley Jones, in his recent devotional man- 
ual, Fow to Be a Transformed Person, 
published by Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press.) 


Why are so many people in the mod- 
ern world anxious, worried, nervous, it- 
ritable, depressed, bad sleepers, and not 
quite well? The answer in many cases is 
that they have not put first things first. 

For the individual, and for the nation, 
the first commandment on which all the 
others depend is this: ‘‘Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me.” 


Lesson commentary based on “Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U. 8. A. 
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BOOK NOTES 


ONE AND HOLY. By Kari Adam. 
Sheed and Ward, New York. 130pp., 
$2.00. 

The shattering effect of twe wars and 
the resulting partition of the German 
nation have had profound repercussions 
in German church life. While Germany 
was nominally a Protestant country be- 
fore the last war, now the majority of 
the Protestants live in the Eastern Zone 
and Western Germany is predominantly 
Roman Catholic. In neither zone, how- 
ever, have the Communists been as suc- 
cessful in driving a wedge between the 
two groups as in Hungary and Czecho- 
slovakia. In fact, faced with a common 
foe, German Lutheranism and Roman- 
ism show some faint signs of more cor- 
dial relations today. At the least there 
are individuals in both communions who 
are discussing it. 

Karl Adam’s book, containing lec- 
tures delivered to a large gathering of 
the Una Sancta movement, is an effort 
to state the Roman Catholic position in 
this discussion. Emeritus professor ot 
theology at Tuebingen and one of the 
most respected theologians of Europe, 
he is admirably equipped for this task. 
His conclusions illuminate the areas in 
which Rome is willing to compromise, 
re-state, and modify for the sake of re- 
union, but at the same time he leaves 
no doubt about the crucial point at 
which her position is unbriding. 

In the short compass of this review it 
is impossible to deal at all adequately 
with the many historical and theological 
issues that are raised. Dr. Adam can- 
didly admits the depths to which the 
papacy had sunk at the time of the Re- 
formation: ‘‘It was night indeed in a 
great part of Christendom.’’ He con- 
tends that if Luther had arisen at this 
point as the champion of refcrm within 
the church, he would be forever Rome’s 
great Reformer, comparable to Aquinas 
and St. Francis. ‘‘But,’?’ Dr. Adam con- 
tinues, ‘‘and here lies the tragedy of the 
Reformation and of German Christian- 
ity—he let the warring spirits drive him 
to overthrow not merely the abuses in 
the church, but the church herself. 
he set up altar against altar and tore in 
pieces the one Body of Christi” This 
statement is the key to Adam’s interpre- 
tation of the career of Luther, an iuter- 
pretation that must be balanced by read- 
ing such studies as Bainton’s Here I 
Stand and Boehmer’s Road tc Reforma- 
tion. 

The final chapter, ‘‘How Is Reunion 
to Be Achieved,” is the crux of the book. 
Adam admits that as things now stand 
any mutual approach between Rome and 
German Lutheranism must be from per- 
son to person, as in individual conver- 
sions, and not from church to church. 
And his reason for this is clear: Rome 
takes her stand on the interpretation 
of Matthew 16:18, as finally developed 
by the Vatican Council of 1870. Thus, 
the only possible union is reunion with 
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herself. ‘‘To admit even the possibility 
that the final union of Christendom 
could take place cther than in (Rome) 
and through (Rome) would be a denial 
and betrayal of her most precious know- 
ledge that she is Christ’s own church.” 
Let it suffice to comment that in reach- 
ing this conclusion Adam has ignored 
the critical and exegetical difficulties 
attached to this passage in Maithew’s 
Gospel, while confessing that the Cath- 
olic interpretation arose out of histori- 
cal necessity, the need of the church ‘‘to 
maintain herself in existence against the 
centrifugal forces within her.’ 

Neither this book nor the Una Sancta 
movement is to be taken lightly by ecu- 
menical Protestantism today, and we 
are all in Dr. Adam’s debt for setting 
forth the Roman position with such 
grace and clarity. It would be a major 
step forward if Protestantism could 
achieve a like clarity in her attitude 
both toward Rome and toward the goal 
of the ecumenical movement. 


JAS. I. MeCORD 
Austin, Texas. 


THE PSALMS AND THEIR MEAN- 
ING FOR TODAY. By Samuel Terrien. 
Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc., Indiana- 
polis. 278 pp., $3.00. 

This book was written not primarily 
for scholars, but for the general reader, 
to give him a clearer understanding and 
deeper apreciation of the religious and 


literary value of the Psalms. Dr. Ter- 
rien’s writing is scholarly, but never 
dull or heavy. His spirit is reverent, and 
his appreciation of the dramatic events 
in which the psalmists participated, and 
of the soul-stirring circumstances of 
their lives, is profound. 

There is first a valuable and instruc- 
tive chapter on the origin and classifica- 
tion of the Psalms. There are hymns of 
praise, prayers in time of crisis, and 
songs of faith. Every emotion of the 
worshipful, aspiring, and supplicating 
soul finds its noblest and fittest expres- 
sion in these sacred poems. 

Twenty-eight familiar and favorite 
Psalms are expounded with rare dis- 
cernment. Most of the remaining Psalms 
are used by quotation or allusion in the 
expositions. Also the world’s great liter- 
ature is fitly brought into service in the 
treatment. The reader will be richly re- 
warded. 

The faith of the psalmists “unwit- 
tingly translated itself into theological 
certainties, and while they wrote only 
hymns and poems, not treatises or be- 
liefs, they substantiated that faith into 
a creed of God, man, and salvation, 
which is that of the entire Bible, not 
excluding the New Testament. While 
poets, they were profound theologions. 
And that is the reason for which their 
hymnal remains a living book for to- 
Decatur, Ga. 
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CHANGES 


Kenneth J. 
to China, arrived in 


Foreman, Jr., missionary 
March 


31 and is expected to arrive in this coun- 


Hong Kong 


try in sixe or eight weeks. 
Thomas B. 
Blue Ridge 


as supply minister of 


Hoover, the 
is serving 


First Church, 


formerly of 
School for Boys, 
the 
Orangeburg, S. C 
Russell M. Kerr, 
(A. R. P.), has been called to the 
torate of the Philadelphia 
(U.S.), Matthews, N. C. 
Russell W. Park, of the Lake City, 8S. 
C., church, has accepted 


Winnsboro, S. C. 
pas- 


ehurch 


to be- 
Aiken, S 


a call 
come assuciate pustor of the 
C., church. 
John F. 
worker at 
of the and 
churches, Keytesville, Mo. 
Harold G. Wise 
to the pastorate of 


Fisler, formerly student 
Ala 


Keytesville 


Auburn, , is now 


Beth 


pastor 


from 
the 


Durant, Okla., 


Ashdown, Ark., 
church. 

Elwood DD. Vaughan, of 
church, Richmond, Va., 
eall to the Salem, Va 
in June. 

Robert W. Kirkpatrick of St. Albans, 
W. Va., will become 
W. Va., April 15 

T. O. Hall, formerly of Camden, Miss.. 
has been installed as pastor of the Stan- 
ton, Tenn., 
churches. 


John E. Richards, 


Mizpah 
has accepted a 


. church, effective 


pastor at Hinton, 


Dancyville and Hebron 


First church, Co!- 
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umbus, Ga., has accepted the call to the 
First church, Roanoke, Va. 

S. A. M. King from Max Meadows, 
Va., to Box 85, Damascus, Va. 

Richard P. Keeton from New Orleans, 
La., to 2600 Fairmont Blvd., Knoxville 
17, Tenn., April 28. 

Richard C. Smith, director of the 
Mountaineer Mining Mission, Morgan- 
ton, W. Va., will join the faculty of San 
Francisco Theological 
Anselmo, Calif., Aug. 1, 
field work and 
missions. 


Seminary, San 
as director of 


associate professor of 


PRESBYTERIES FOR MORSE 


Two more Presbyterian, USA, pres- 


byteries, in addition to Ft. Worth, have 
endersed Hermann N. Morse, long-time 
home missions executive, for moderator 
of the next General Assembly. They are 
Lansing and Western Michigan. 


DEATH 

George L. Cooper, 60, 
while addressing a Richmond, Va,, 
breakfast club and died immediately 
April 2. He had been pastor of the Over. 
brook church in Richmond since 1939. 
Other pastorates were in Durham, N. ¢., 
and Elkton, Va. brothers in the 
ministry are W. L., Blackey, Ky., and 
Watt M., Steele Creek, Charlotte, N, 
C. 


was stricke 


Two 





THE EYES OF THE 
ASSEMBLY 
ARE UPON THIS 
REMARKABLE COLLEGE 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 


Red Springs, N. C. 








FLORA MACDONALD 








A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Military Training for 


Clinton, S. C. 





e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
e Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 


Reserve Commissions 


Presbyterian College 


Marshall W. Brown, President 











1837 





1952 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


CONSECRATED TO LEARNING 
AND TO 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President 








Peyton N. Rhodes, President 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Coeducational 


A four-year Liberal Arts College, offering a choice of courses 
leading to the bachelor’s degree. 
dentistry, theology, and engineering regard Southwestern’s 
pre-professional training with highest favor. 


Colleges of law, medicine, 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 








academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. 
ment, beautiful campus. 





Glee Club, Sports. 
tions for 1952-53 session should be made now. 


William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 


Transfer, 

Program develops self-control,, 

Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 

All courses accredited. Applica- 
For catalogue, write 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








eit tna oie 





ansfer, 
ontrol, 

equip- 
pplica- 


ITLOOK 





